
• Ultrasound scan

• MRI scan

• MRCP (magnetic resonance cholangiopancreatography)

• CT scan

• ERCP (endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography)

• EUS (endoscopic ultrasound scan)

• PTC (percutaneous transhepatic cholangiography)

• Angiogram

• Laparoscopy

• Biopsy/genetic testing

How is 
cholangiocarcinoma 

diagnosed?
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If any of your patients present with any 
combination of these symptoms, consider 
the following tests1,2,5,6:

Full medical history and physical 
examination, including checking for 
abdominal pain, liver, or gallbladder 
enlargement/growth

Routine blood tests, including liver 
function, assessment of the tumor markers 
carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) and cancer 
antigen 19-9 (CA 19-9), and analysis of 
serum IgG4 levels

If tests are positive or suggestive of 
hepatobiliary problems, urgently refer your 
patient for further tests, such as2,6:

Early stages of CCA are usually asymptomatic, but some patients do experience symptoms. These include common 
symptoms that are often seen in other diseases, such as nausea and loss of appetite, fatigue, malaise, abdominal 
pain (particularly on the right-hand side), fever and shivering, weight loss, yellowing of the skin and whites of the 
eyes, dark urine, pale loose stools that are difficult to flush due to a higher fat content, and itchy skin.1–4

Cholangiocarcinoma (CCA) is a bile duct cancer 
consisting of three subtypes1: Intrahepatic CCA (iCCA), 
which is found on the periphery of the second-order bile 
ducts, Perihilar CCA (pCCA), which is situated in the 
right and/or left hepatic duct and/or at their junction, and 
Distal CCA (dCCA), which occurs in the common bile duct.
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#ConsiderCholangiocarcinoma

For more information and support, 
visit our website or get in touch!

The #GCA has a shared vision to raise 
the awareness of #CCA to improve 
prevention, survival, and the quality of 
life of patients with CCA globally. 

globalccaalliance.com
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